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FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO
I - FORMING A COMMUNITY OF
PERSONS
Women and Society
23. Without intending to deal with all
the various aspects of the vast and
complex theme of the relationships
between women and society […] one
cannot but observe that in the specific
area of family life a widespread social and cultural tradition has
considered women's role to be exclusively that of wife and mother,
without adequate access to public functions which have generally
been reserved for men.
There is no doubt that the equal dignity and responsibility of
men and women fully justifies women's access to public functions.
On the other hand, the true advancement of women requires that
clear recognition be given to the value of their maternal and family
role, by comparison with all other public roles and all other professions. Furthermore, these roles and professions should be harmoniously combined, if we wish the evolution of society and culture to
be truly and fully human.
This will come about more easily if […] a renewed "theology of
work" can shed light upon and study in depth the meaning of work
in the Christian life and determine the fundamental bond between
work and the family, and therefore the original and irreplaceable
meaning of work in the home and in rearing children. Therefore
the Church can and should help modern society by tirelessly insisting that the work of women in the home be recognized and
respected by all in its irreplaceable value. This is of particular importance in education: for possible discrimination between the
different types of work and professions is eliminated at its very
root once it is clear that all people, in every area, are working with
equal rights and equal responsibilities. The image of God in man
and in woman will thus be seen with added luster.
While it must be recognized that women have the same right
as men to perform various public functions, society must be structured in such a way that wives and mothers are not in practice
compelled to work outside the home, and that their families can
live and prosper in a dignified way even when they themselves
devote their full time to their own family.
Furthermore, the mentality which honors women more for their
work outside the home than for their work within the family must
be overcome. This requires that men should truly esteem and love
women with total respect for their personal dignity, and that society should create and develop conditions favoring work in the
home.
With due respect to the different vocations of men and women,
the Church must in her own life promote as far as possible their
equality of rights and dignity: and this for the good of all, the family, the Church and society.
But clearly all of this does not mean for women a renunciation
of their femininity or an imitation of the male role, but the fullness
of true feminine humanity which should be expressed in their activity, whether in the family or outside of it, without disregarding
the differences of customs and cultures in this sphere.

