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\RX NQRZ $GYHQW PDUNV WKH EH
JLQQLQJRIRXUOLWXUJLFDOQHZ\HDU
)URP D VSLULWXDO SRLQW RI YLHZ LW
LVDQRSSRUWXQLW\WRFRQVLGHUKRZ
RXU IDLWKOLIH JUHZ RU GHFOLQHG
VLQFHODVW\HDUDQGKRZZHPLJKW
LPSURYH WKLV FRPLQJ \HDU  ,W¶V DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR PDNH D
IHZ ³6SLULWXDO 5HVROXWLRQV´ IRU WKH
QHZ OLWXUJLFDO \HDU  6R FRQVLGHU
FDUHIXOO\ \RXU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK
&KULVWDQGKRZ\RXKDYH EHHQOLY
LQJ RXW \RXU GLVFLSOHVKLS  :KDW
PLJKW\RXGRGLIIHUHQWO\±EHWWHU±
WREHFRPHHYHUPRUHLQWHQWLRQDOLQ
\RXUGLVFLSOHVKLS"


5HPHPEHU ± WKHUH DUH QR 3HQDQFH 6HUYLFHV WKLV
$GYHQW ,I \RX ZDQW WR DYDLO \RXUVHOI WR WKH 6DFUDPHQW RI
*RG¶V 0HUF\ \RX PXVW ORRN WR RXU UHJXODU VFKHGXOH ±
7KXUVGD\VDWSPDW6$DQG6DWXUGD\VDWDPDW6$
);,ZLOODGG)ULGD\V'HF DWSPDW);
DV H[WUD RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU &RQIHVVLRQV  'R QRW SURFUDVWL
QDWH


:HHNHQG 0DVV 6FKHGXOH )OLS)ORS 2XU 0DVV SODFHV
IOLSIORS WKLV ZHHNHQG  8QWLO QH[W $GYHQW RXU ZHHNHQG
VFKHGXOHLVDVIROORZV6DWXUGD\VDWSPDW6$6XQGD\V
DWDPDW
%HJLQQLQJ 0RQ 1RY  , ZLOO UHVXPH WDNLQJ P\ GD\
RII ± WKHUH¶OO EH QR 0RQGD\ PRUQLQJ 0DVV DVRI 1RY 
2Q 6DW 'HF  , ZLOO QR ORQJHU RIIHU D VHFRQG 6DWXUGD\
HYHQLQJ0DVV




6W)UDQFLV ;DYLHU)HDVW 'D\LV
7KXUVGD\'HF:KLOHZHXVXDOO\
KDYHDFRYHUHGGLVKVRFLDOIROORZLQJ
HYHQLQJ0DVVLQKRQRURIRXU3DWURQ
ZHZLOORQO\KDYHWKH0DVVWKLV\HDU
GXH WRFRYLG UHVWULFWLRQV 7KH 0DVV
ZLOO EH DW SP  /HW XV JDWKHU
DURXQG &KULVW¶V DOWDU WR VKDUH LQ +LV
KHDYHQO\ EDQTXHW ± QH[W \HDU ZH
ZLOO DGG WR LW ZLWK RXU RZQ EDQTXHW
FRYHUHGGLVKIDYRULWHV

0LUDFXORXV0HGDO1RYHQD$VSHFLDOZRUGRIJUDWLWXGH
JRHVRXWWRDOOWKRVHZKRSDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKLV\HDU¶VQRYHQD
KDVFHUWDLQO\JLYHQXVDORWWRSUD\DERXWDQGIRU$O
WKRXJK WKH QRYHQD KDV HQGHG OHW XV
UHVROYH WR NHHS XS ZLWK RXU SUD\HUV
DQG IDLWKOLIH  7KDQNV EH WR -HVXV
&KULVWIRUJLYLQJXV+LV+RO\0RWKHU
WREHRXU0RWKHUDQG,QWHUFHVVRUXQ
GHU KHU WLWOH RI 2XW /DG\ RI WKH 0L
UDFXORXV 0HGDO ± ZHDU LW ZLWK KRO\
SULGH

FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO
I - FORMING A COMMUNITY OF
PERSONS
An Indissoluble Communion
20. Conjugal communion is characterized not only by its unity but also by its
indissolubility: "As a mutual gift of two
persons, this intimate union, as well as
the good of children, imposes total fidelity on the spouses and argues for an
unbreakable oneness between them."
It is a fundamental duty of the Church to reaffirm strongly …
the doctrine of the indissolubility of marriage. To all those who, in
our times, consider it too difficult, or indeed impossible, to be
bound to one person for the whole of life, and to those caught up
in a culture that rejects the indissolubility of marriage and openly
mocks the commitment of spouses to fidelity, it is necessary to
reconfirm the good news of the definitive nature of that conjugal
love that has in Christ its foundation and strength.
Being rooted in the personal and total self-giving of the couple,
and being required by the good of the children, the indissolubility
of marriage finds its ultimate truth in the plan that God has manifested in His revelation: He wills and He communicates the indissolubility of marriage as a fruit, a sign and a requirement of the
absolutely faithful love that God has for man and that the Lord
Jesus has for the Church.
Christ renews the first plan that the Creator inscribed in the
hearts of man and woman, and in the celebration of the sacrament
of matrimony offers a "new heart": thus the couples are not only
able to overcome "hardness of heart," but also and above all they
are able to share the full and definitive love of Christ, the new and
eternal Covenant made flesh. Just as the Lord Jesus is the
"faithful witness," the "yes" of the promises of God and thus the
supreme realization of the unconditional faithfulness with which
God loves His people, so Christian couples are called to participate truly in the irrevocable indissolubility that binds Christ to the
Church His bride, loved by Him to the end.
The gift of the sacrament is at the same time a vocation and
commandment for the Christian spouses, that they may remain
faithful to each other forever, beyond every trial and difficulty, in
generous obedience to the holy will of the Lord: "What therefore
God has joined together, let not man put asunder."
To bear witness to the inestimable value of the indissolubility
and fidelity of marriage is one of the most precious and most urgent tasks of Christian couples in our time. So, I praise and encourage those numerous couples who, though encountering no
small difficulty, preserve and develop the value of indissolubility:
thus, in a humble and courageous manner, they perform the role
committed to them of being in the world a "sign"-a small and precious sign, sometimes also subjected to temptation, but always
renewed-of the unfailing fidelity with which God and Jesus Christ
love each and every human being. But it is also proper to recognize the value of the witness of those spouses who, even when
abandoned by their partner, with the strength of faith and of Christian hope have not entered a new union: these spouses too give
an authentic witness to fidelity, of which the world today has a
great need. For this reason, they must be encouraged and helped
by the pastors and the faithful of the Church.

