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FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO
Part. 3: THE ROLE OF THE
CHRISTIAN FAMILY
17. The family finds in the plan of God
the Creator and Redeemer not only its
identity, what it is, but also its mission,
what it can and should do. The role that
God calls the family to perform in history
derives from what the family is; its role
represents the dynamic and existential development of what it is.
Each family finds within itself a summons that cannot be ignored,
and that specifies both its dignity and its responsibility: family,
become what you are.
Accordingly, the family must go back to the “beginning” of
God's creative act, if it is to attain self-knowledge and selfrealization in accordance with the inner truth not only of what it is
but also of what it does in history. And since in God's plan it has
been established as an "intimate community of life and love," the
family has the mission to become more and more what it is, that
is, a community of life and love, in an effort that will find fulfillment,
as will everything created and redeemed, in the Kingdom of God.
Looking at it in such a way as to reach its very roots, we must say
that the essence and role of the family are in the final analysis
specified by love. Hence the family has the mission to guard, reveal and communicate love, and this is a living reflection of and a
real sharing in God's love for humanity and the love of Christ the
Lord for the Church His bride.
Every particular task of the family is an expressive and concrete actuation of that fundamental mission. We must therefore go
deeper into the unique riches of the family's mission and probe its
contents, which are both manifold and unified.
Thus, with love as its point of departure and making constant
reference to it, the Synod emphasized four general tasks for the
family: 1) forming a community of persons; 2) serving life; 3) participating in the development of society; 4) sharing in the life and
mission of the Church.
I - FORMING A COMMUNITY OF PERSONS
Love as the Principle and Power of Communion
18. The family, which is founded and given life by love, is a community of persons: husband and wife, parents and children, relatives. Its first task is to live with fidelity the reality of communion in
a constant effort to develop an authentic community of persons.
The inner principle of that task, its permanent power and its
final goal is love: without love the family is not a community of
persons and, in the same way, without love the family cannot live,
grow and perfect itself as a community of persons. What I wrote in
the Encyclical Redemptor Hominis applies primarily and especially
within the family as such: "Man cannot live without love. He remains a being that is incomprehensible for himself, his life is
senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if he does not encounter
love, if he does not experience it and make it his own, if he does
not participate intimately in it."
The love between husband and wife and, in a derivatory and
broader way, the love between members of the same familybetween parents and children, brothers and sisters and relatives
and members of the household-is given life and sustenance by an
unceasing inner dynamism leading the family to ever deeper and
more intense communion, which is the foundation and soul of the
community of marriage and the family.

