

)URPWKH'HVNRI
)U/HR)$UQRQH

$OO 6RXOV 'D\ 7KLV
ZHHNHQG ZH SDLG VSHFLDO
WULEXWH WR $OO 6DLQWV ZKRP
WKH &KXUFK DFNQRZOHGJHV DV
DFKLHYLQJ )DLWK¶V UHZDUG
WKDWRI(WHUQDO/LIHZLWK*RGLQ+HDYHQ2Q0RQGD\ZH
WKH &KXUFK 0LOLWDQW MRLQ ZLWK WKH &KXUFK 7ULXPSKDQW WR
SUD\IRUWKH&KXUFK6XIIHULQJWKDWLVIRUWKH+RO\6RXOVLQ
3XUJDWRU\,I\RXKDYHQRWDOUHDG\GRQHVRSOHDVHVXEPLW
WKHQDPHVRI\RXUEHORYHGGHDGWKDWZHPD\SODFHWKHPDW
RXU DOWDUV LQ SUD\HUIXO UHPHPEUDQFH WKURXJKRXW WKH PRQWK
RI1RYHPEHU
, ZLOO RIIHU 0DVV IRU ); IDPLOLHV DW DP DW ); DQG
DQRWKHU0DVVIRU6$IDPLOLHVDWDPDW6$:KLOHWKHUH
DUH PDQ\ SUD\HUV DOPV DQG VDFULILFHV ZH FDQ RIIHU XS IRU
WKH3RRU6RXOVWKHEHVWZHFDQRIIHULVRXUSUD\HUIXODWWHQ
GDQFHDW0DVV

FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO
The Role of the Christian Family in
the Modern World
Part. 2: THE PLAN OF GOD FOR
MARRIAGE & FAMILY
Children, the Precious
Gift of Marriage

14. According to the plan of God,
marriage is the foundation of the
wider community of the family, since
the very institution of marriage and
conjugal love are ordained to the procreation and education of
children, in whom they find their crowning.
In its most profound reality, love is essentially a gift; and conjugal love, while leading the spouses to the reciprocal "knowledge"
which makes them "one flesh," does not end with the couple, because it makes them capable of the greatest possible gift, the gift
by which they become cooperators with God for giving life to a
new human person. Thus, the couple, while giving themselves to
one another, give not just themselves but also the reality of children, who are a living reflection of their love, a permanent sign of
conjugal unity and a living and inseparable synthesis of their being
a father and a mother.
When they become parents, spouses receive from God the gift
of a new responsibility. Their parental love is called to become for

the children the visible sign of the very love of God, "from whom
)DOO&HPHWHU\&OHDQ8S,I\RXKDYHDQ\LWHPVDW\RXU
ORYHGRQH¶VSORWWKDW\RXZDQWWRNHHSSOHDVHJDWKHUWKHP every family in heaven and on earth is named."
It must not be forgotten however that, even when procreation is
$Q\WKLQJ UHPDLQLQJ DIWHU 1RY  ZLOO EH FRQVLGHUHG GLV
not
possible, conjugal life does not for this reason lose its value.
FDUGHG DQG ZH ZLOO UHPRYH WKHP IRU \RX  7KDQN \RX IRU
Physical
sterility in fact can be for spouses the occasion for other
KHOSLQJXVNHHSRXUFHPHWHULHVEHDXWLIXODQGUHYHUHQWUHVW
important
services to the life of the human person, for example,
LQJSODFHVRIRXUEHORYHGGHDG
adoption,
various forms of educational work, and assistance to
*LWWLQJ¶V 6HFXULW\ $VVHVVPHQWV <RX ZLOO UHFDOO WKDW ,
other
families
and to poor or handicapped children.
EHJDQ WKLV SURMHFW ODVW \HDU  8QIRUWXQDWHO\ FRYLG DQG D
FKDQJH RI HPSOR\HHV FDXVHG D PDMRU GHOD\ LQ LWV FRPSOH
The Family, a Communion of Persons
WLRQ%RWKSDULVKHVDUHGRQHDQGQRZZHEHJLQWKHZRUNRI
15. In matrimony and in the family a complex of interpersonal relaSULRULWL]LQJ DQG DGGUHVVLQJ WKH YDULRXV DUHDV LQ ZKLFK ZH
tionships is set up - married life, fatherhood and motherhood, filiaQHHGLPSURYHPHQW6RPHDUHDVFDQEHGRQHTXLFNO\ZLWKD
tion and fraternity - through which each human person is introOLWWOH PDLQWHQDQFH  2WKHU DUHDV ZLOO QHHG FRPSUHKHQVLYH
duced into the "human family" and into the "family of God," which
FRQVLGHUDWLRQVDQGIXQGLQJWRFRPSOHWH
is the Church.
'DQ<DUQHUKDVVWHSSHGXSWRKHOSPHZLWKWKLVSURMHFW
Christian marriage and the Christian family build up the
IRUERWKSDULVKHV+HDQG,ZRXOGOLNHWRJDWKHUDWHDPIRU
Church: for in the family the human person is not only brought into
6$DQGDWHDPIRU);WRUHYLHZWKHLUDVVHVVPHQWSULRULWL]H
being and progressively introduced by means of education into the
MREVFRQVLGHUIXQGLQJRSWLRQVDQGHVWDEOLVKDQGWUDLQ8VK
human community, but by means of the rebirth of baptism and
HUVRQKRZWKH\ZLOODVVLVWZLWKVDIHW\PDWWHUVEHIRUHGXU
education in the faith the child is also introduced into God's family,
LQJ DQG DIWHU RXUOLWXUJLFDO
which is the Church.
JDWKHULQJV  ,I \RX DUH LQ
The human family, disunited by sin, is reconstituted in its unity
WHUHVWHG DQG ZLOOLQJ WR EH
by the redemptive power of the death and Resurrection of
RI VHUYLFH LQ WKLV FDSDFLW\
Christ. Christian marriage, by participating in the salvific efficacy of
SOHDVH FRQWDFW \RXU SDULVK
this event, constitutes the natural setting in which the human perRIILFH DQG OHDYH \RXU
son is introduced into the great family of the Church.
QDPH QXPEHU DQG HPDLO
The commandment to grow and multiply, given to man and
DGGUHVV  2QFH ZH JHW
woman in the beginning, in this way reaches its whole truth and
HQRXJK SDULVKLRQHUV IRU
full realization.
ERWKSDULVKHVZHZLOOVHWD
The Church thus finds in the family, born from the sacrament,
PHHWLQJGD\DQGWLPH
the cradle and the setting in which she can enter the human gen
erations, and where these in their turn can enter the Church

