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The Church at the
Service of the Family
1. The family in the modern world,
as much as and perhaps more than
any other institution, has been beset
by the many profound and rapid
changes that have affected society
and culture. Many families are living
this situation in fidelity to those values that constitute the foundation of the institution of the family. Others have become uncertain
and bewildered over their role or even doubtful and almost unaware of the ultimate meaning and truth of conjugal and family life.
Finally, there are others who are hindered by various situations of
injustice in the realization of their fundamental rights.
Knowing that marriage and the family constitute one of the
most precious of human values, the Church wishes to speak and
offer her help to those who are already aware of the value of marriage and the family and seek to live it faithfully, to those who are
uncertain and anxious and searching for the truth, and to those
who are unjustly impeded from living freely their family lives. Supporting the first, illuminating the second and assisting the others,
the Church offers her services to every person who wonders
about the destiny of marriage and the family.
In a particular way the Church addresses the young, who are
beginning their journey towards marriage and family life, for the
purpose of presenting them with new horizons, helping them to
discover the beauty and grandeur of the vocation to love and the
service of life.
The Precious Value of Marriage and of the Family
3. Illuminated by the faith that gives her an understanding of all
the truth concerning the great value of marriage and the family
and their deepest meaning, the Church feels the pressing need to
proclaim the Gospel to all people without exception, in particular to
all those who are called to marriage and are preparing for it, to all
married couples and parents in the world.
The Church is deeply convinced that only by the acceptance of
the Gospel are the hopes that man legitimately places in marriage
and in the family capable of being fulfilled.
Willed by God in the very act of creation, marriage and the
family are interiorly ordained to fulfillment in Christ and have need
of His graces in order to be healed from the wounds of sin and
restored to their beginning, that is, to full understanding and the
full realization of God's plan.
At a moment of history in which the family is the object of numerous forces that seek to destroy it or in some way to deform it,
and aware that the well-being of society and her own good are
intimately tied to the good of the family, the Church perceives in a
more urgent and compelling way her mission of proclaiming to all
people the plan of God for marriage and the family, ensuring their
full vitality and human and Christian development, and thus contributing to the renewal of society and of the People of God.
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