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:HOFRPH %DFN  7KH
VHFUHWDULHVDQG,KDGWRSURGXFH
WKLVEXOOHWLQHYHQEHIRUH&KULVW
PDV DQG VR , ZDV DQWLFLSDWLQJ
WKDW , PD\ JHW D UHVXUJHQFH RI
P\ SDULVKLRQHUV EDFN DW RXU
&KULVWPDV DQG 1HZ <HDU¶V
0DVVHV ± LQ IDFW WKDW ZDV P\
IHUYHQW&KULVWPDVSUD\HUIRUP\SDULVKHV
:LWKRXW SDULVKLRQHUV LQ WKH SHZV D SDVWRU EHFRPHV
PRUHRIDPRQNRUKHUPLW<RXUSK\VLFDOSUHVHQFHZLWKLQ
WKH OLIH RI WKH SDULVK LV WKH UHDVRQ , JHW RXW RI EHG HDFK
PRUQLQJ$QGVRWRWKRVHZKRKDYHSUHVVHGRQZLWK\RXU
ZHHNO\ DQG GDLO\ 0DVV DWWHQGDQFH , DP VR YHU\ WKDQNIXO
0D\&KULVWUHZDUG\RXULFKO\IRUPDLQWDLQLQJWKHDFWLYHDQG
UHJXODUSUDFWLFHVRI\RXU)DLWKHYHQ LQWKHPLGVWRIDSDQ
GHPLF
7R WKRVH ZKR KDYH JHQXLQH FRQFHUQ IRU WKHPVHOYHV DV
EHLQJ D KLJK ULVN DJDLQVW WKLV YLUXV DQG DUH ³WDNLQJ D
FKDQFH´ WR SDUWLFLSDWH LQ RXU &KULVWPDV DQG 1HZ <HDU¶V
0DVVHV,KHDUWO\ZHOFRPH\RXEDFN$V\RXUHWXUQWR\RXU
ULJKWIXOSODFHLQRXUSHZVEHDVVXUHRIP\VSHFLDOSUD\HUV
IRU\RXWKDW*RGNHHS\RXVDIHDQGIUHHIURPDOOKDUP±D
SUD\HU,¶YHEHHQRIIHULQJIRU\RXDOODORQJ
7R WKRVH ZKR KDYH EHHQ WDNLQJ DGYDQWDJH RI WKH
ELVKRS¶VOLIWLQJRIWKH6XQGD\REOLJDWLRQWRVNLS0DVVDWWHQ
GDQFH ZKLOH IXOO\ HQJDJLQJ LQ HYHU\ RWKHU DVSHFW RI GDLO\
OLYLQJ,VD\³:HOFRPHEDFNWR\RXWRR´%XW,DPSDUWLFX
ODUO\FRQFHUQHGIRU\RXUVSLULWXDOZHOIDUH,NQRZWKHUHLVD
ODUJHVHJPHQWRIWKH&DWKROLFSRSXODWLRQZKRKDYHQRWNHSW
WKH7KLUG&RPPDQGPHQW:KLOHWKHELVKRSVGRSRVVHVVWKH
DXWKRULW\WROLIWWKH6XQGD\REOLJDWLRQ LH0DVVDWWHQGDQFH 
WKH\ FDQQRW GLVSHQVH IURP WKH &RPPDQG WR NHHS KRO\ WKH
VDEEDWKGD\$QGVRDOOWKRVHZKRKDYHQRWEHHQZDWFKLQJ
WKH 0DVV RQ 79 UHDGLQJ WKH 5HDGLQJV IRU HDFK 6XQGD\
0DVV RU REVHUYLQJ WKH /RUG¶V 'D\ LQ VRPH FDSDFLW\ \RX
QHHGQRZWDNHWKDWWR5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ,NQRZWKLVLVQRWWKH
PHVVDJH \RX ZDQW WR KHDU EXW DV SDVWRU RI VRXOV LW¶V P\
UHVSRQVLELOLW\WRVSHDNLWIRUWKHVDOYDWLRQRIVRXOV
1R PDWWHU KRZ PDQ\ WLPHV ZH VWUD\ IURP WKH UHJXODU
DQG DFWLYH SUDFWLFHRIWKH)DLWK RXU /RUG ZLOODOZD\V VD\
³:HOFRPH%DFN´$QGVR,VD\LWWRRZLWKWKHKRSHVWKDW
\RXUUHWXUQZLOOEHPRUHHQGXULQJ

3DULVK &HQVXV  5HJLVWUDWLRQ 8SGDWHV 2XU FHQVXV
UHFRUGV VKRZ WKDW PDQ\ IDPLOLHV KDYH QRW EHHQ DWWHQGLQJ
IRUWKHSDVWWZR\HDUVDQGPRUH,WLVQHFHVVDU\IRUPH WR
WU\WRZLQWKHPEDFNRU UHPRYHWKHPIURPWKHFHQVXVVR
WKDW ZH DUH QRW DVVHVVHG  IRU HDFK IDPLO\ RQ RXU
FHQVXVEXWQRWLQRXUSHZV
(YHU\ LQDFWLYH IDPLO\ IRU ZLOO UHFHLYH D OHWWHU LQTXLULQJ
RIWKHLUFXUUHQWPHPEHUVKLS,IWKH\GRQRWUHVSRQGZLWKLQ
DUHDVRQDEOHWLPH,ZLOOUHPRYHWKHLUQDPHVIRURXUFHQVXV
VRWKDWZHDUHQRWDVVHVVHGIRUWKHP

FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO
I - FORMING A COMMUNITY OF
PERSONS
The Rights of Children
26. In the family, which is a community
of persons, special attention must be
devoted to the children by developing a
profound esteem for their personal dignity, and a great respect and generous
concern for their rights. This is true for every child, but it becomes
all the more urgent the smaller the child is and the more it is in
need of everything, when it is sick, suffering or handicapped.
By fostering and exercising a tender and strong concern for
every child that comes into this world, the Church fulfills a fundamental mission: for she is called upon to reveal and put forward
anew in history the example and the commandment of Christ the
Lord, who placed the child at the heart of the Kingdom of God:
"Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such
belongs the kingdom of heaven."
I repeat once again what I said to the General Assembly of the
United Nations on October 2, 1979: "I wish to express the joy that
we all find in children, the springtime of life, the anticipation of the
future history of each of our present earthly homelands. No country on earth, no political system can think of its own future otherwise than through the image of these new generations that will
receive from their parents the manifold heritage of values, duties
and aspirations of the nation to which they belong and of the
whole human family. Concern for the child, even before birth,
from the first moment of conception and then throughout the
years of infancy and youth, is the primary and fundamental
test of the relationship of one human being to another. And
so, what better wish can I express for every nation and for the
whole of mankind, and for all the children of the world than a better future in which respect for human rights will become a complete reality throughout the third millennium, which is drawing
near?"
Acceptance, love, esteem, many
-sided and united material, emotional, educational and spiritual concern for every child that comes into
this world should always constitute
a distinctive, essential characteristic
of all Christians, in particular of the
Christian family: thus children, while
they are able to grow "in wisdom
and in stature, and in favor with God
and man," offer their own precious
contribution to building up the family
community and even to the sanctification of their parents.
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